Craters of the Moon

This volcanic landscape in the Snake River Plain
was created by a handful of lava flows over time,
most around 15 million years ago. The lava here
didn’t erupt out of volcanoes, but rather oozed out
of fissures in the earth and occasionally spewed
out of vents. Sometimes a flow would partially
cover a previous lava bed, other times it would
create new ones. The result is 618 square miles
of cinder cones, lava tubes, tree molds, lava
rivers, spatter cones, and lava beds as far as you
can see.

In addition, NASA researchers use the site for
space mission training. In 1969, Apollo 14
astronauts prepared for their trip to the moon, by
learning how to select volcanic samples to bring
back to earth and how to navigate a lava
environment.

By exploring images of this national park,
students can ask questions about the geophysical
processes that created these rock formations,

design models to test their predictions, and create explanations.

Additional Resources:

e National Parks Foundation Craters of the Moon
e National Parks Service Craters of the Moon History and Culture

Performance Standards

2" Grade

4™ Grade

Middle School High School

2-ESS-1.1. Use
information from several
sources to provide
evidence that Earth
events can occur quickly
or slowly.

4-ESS-1.1. Identify
evidence from patterns in
rock formations and
fossils in rock layers for
changes in a landscape
over time to support an
explanation for changes in
a landscape over time.

MS-ESS-2.2. Construct
an explanation based on
evidence for how
geoscience processes
have changed Earth’s
surface at varying time
and spatial scales.

HS-ESS-2.1. Develop a
model to illustrate how
Earth’s internal and
surface processes
operate at different spatial
and temporal scales to
form continental and
ocean-floor features.

The Idaho Science Coaches are a group of Science specialists funded by the Idaho State Department of Education who provide research-based
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science professional development for educators in Idaho. The inclusion of resources on this page does NOT constitute an endorsement or
recommendation of any specific online material, program, or by any person or group who has contributed. These resources are provided
solely to support implementation of the Idaho State Content Standards in Science and improve student learning.



https://www.nationalparks.org/explore-parks/craters-moon-national-monument-and-preserve
https://www.nps.gov/crmo/learn/historyculture/index.htm

